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L Adaptation as a recycling lab

1. As far as adaptation is concerned, if we take into consideration the
“sociological turn” proposed by Dudley Andrew in 2000, many ages seem to have
passed. But now more than ever it is interesting to reconsider the issue of
adaptation introducing it in what has been clearly and definitely become our
convergent culture.

2. Indeed, the contemporary media system, compressed within integrated
platforms but also expanded thanks to the exuberant capability of offering
contents and services, compelled us to move our attention from such themes as
intertextuality and dialogues, chosen fields for the study of adaptation, to those of
the radical interconnection between the different media. Such interconnectedness
is defined as “radical” as it is not only strictly linked to the simple interrelation
between media, preserving different identities and natures, but it is also based on
the principle of global promiscuity between media that hybridize with the result of
losing the natural and primigenial calling to ontological distinction.

Within this framework, what does survive, what does persist in the study of the
phenomenon “adaptation”? This can no longer be considered either as a process
of transformation from one text to another one (from literature to cinema, for
instance) or as a product resulting from such a process (the adapted film). Both
hypotheses relate to a dual system where it is first of all possible to establish the
presence of an original product as well as of a version, of a specific expressive
field and of another possible, emancipated, form of expression within which two
symbolic universes stand one in front of the other. It is at the same time true that
the weakness of a merely comparative approach of the studies has favored a
moving away from the “two-problem” and has opened up the study of adaptation
to environmental and contextual reasons. All this analyzing the ways a text
catches on in a field that is different from the one in which it germinated and
considering the problem of variants as a sort of ripening of reagents and answers
from the text towards the new horizon it now stands out in and belongs to (see
the works included in the publications edited by Robert Stam and Alessandra
Raengo).

3. But the problem’s deep-rooted nature now seems to be pushing further on. Not
only we move from texts revealing themselves as symbolic entities to texts strictly
related to social discourses (Francesco Casetti)!, but also the issue of adaptation
itself deeply changes, as the text doesn’t present itself as a pure object with
specific qualities (coherence, cohesion, communicability) anymore but rather
turns out to be a sort of quality, a current crossing the media and settling into
composites a la maniére du texte. This is to say that within such scenario where a
film is not only rewritten, remediated but also concretely relocated (recent interest
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towards the ways of experiencing vision) it is interesting to talk (again) of
adaptation as a “designer of creativity”, as a maker of textuality, a practice
favoring the passage of a textual current among the different media. Indeed, the
latest demands of the researches concerning the methods of adaptation lead
towards the ever-increasing awareness that the adaptation between texts, media,
places of vision should be interpreted as a deeply-felt strain towards experiencing
adaptation as the main vehicle of expression and communication, as an
opportunity to fill the symbolic and social space within a sort of indomitable
recycling practice?. The return of what is akin, similar, alike, also to the
detriment of a clear and conscious difference of both the objects at stake and the
relevant fruition experiences, becomes the chosen modality for both an
unremitting desire to lay down textual sacs and an impelling need to release
embryos of textuality, leaving behind something that, though different, has a
peculiar relation with the previously laid down traces and is recognizable
according to a similarity principle.

4. The interest towards adaptation thus bends its own nature becoming an
authentic “recycling lab” rather than a creator of differences and variants: the
creative logic of the “filler” to be found for new media spaces supports the
system’s redundant nature so that adaptation comes to be its structural mode of
construction, the filler created by countless reuses of both the original product
and its by-products. Indeed, recycling goes beyond the boundaries of the mere
transposition of the texts to become a genuine creative function, in short a
promoter of public imaginations.

5. On the other side of the coin, this idea of adaptation as a creative modality
based on recycling also emphasizes its “conservative” aspect, which refers to the
preservation of the original product’s life through time (i.e. the original work
considered as a species to be protected, as a classic to be kept alive) rather than
to its mere improvement. Therefore, protecting the original product, and in
particular preventing it from the risk of extinction, means to occupy new media
niches (e.g. the occupation of dry land from aquatic living beings) and, starting
from original content elements (e.g. the preexisting organs) in charge of specific
tasks, to progressively develop different functions.

The classic novel at stake here is Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. And the
recycling lab chosen as a case study is the web series The Lizzie Bennet Diaries.
I’'m not going to go now in describing the very articulate and protean case-study
into detail, Deborah Toschi is going to talk about instead. I just want to highlight
two specific issues. First of all, I'd like to point out the fact that “to adapt a
classic” is a conservative procedure, safeguarding the masterpiece, the tradition,
the heritage against transience. That is to say, it protects the literary species (in
this case) from the interest’s denial, from the nullifying boredom of the new
readers. Such adaptation as a form of “updating”, of taking root in the new soil,
in a new environmental niche, leads to a form of working through mourning
intended as oblivion of the text. To preserve the classics implies to preserve their
species: this doesn’t mean acting according to a philological, naturally
retrospective spirit, obsessively going back to the Ur-Text and to its statuesque

% The idea of adaptation as a creative and receptive procedure is extensively expressed in the papers published in the
two 2008 numbers of the journal “Adaptation”, Oxford University Press, edited by Deborah Cartmell, Imelda
Wheiehan, Timothy Corrigan.
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sacredness, but it rather means to find new, profane prospects of taking root,
new spaces and new methods to feed offshoots and drifts in an almost compulsive
way. The classic is thus saved to a new life, and this doesn’t take place by
repeating its form (at this point irremediably lost after so many mutations) but
rather by bringing forth new forms of life. All this by constantly resorting to
recycling, as the main method of combining repetition and difference. The error of
the old typist thus becomes a source of richness, a gap allowing survival, new
seeds. '

6. The classic’s longevity is thus guaranteed in a sort of reversal of acquisitions:
the statement “what is classic is long-lived” is replaced by “it is long-lived
therefore it is classic’. We can quote in this regard to Italo Calvino’s words in
Perché leggere i classici, when he declares that:

“I classici sono quei libri di cui si sente dire di solito: “Sto
rileggendo...” e mai “Sto leggendo...”. Questo avviene almeno
tra quelle persone che si suppongono «di vaste letture»; non
vale per la gioventu, eta in cui l'incontro col mondo, € coi
classici come parte del mondo, vale proprio in quanto primo
incontro. Il prefisso iterativo davanti al verbo «leggere» puo
essere una piccola ipocrisia da parte di quanti si vergognano
d'ammettere di non aver letto un libro famoso. Per rassicurarli
bastera osservare che per vaste che possano essere le letture
«di formazione» d'un individuo, resta sempre un numero
enorme d'opere fondamentali che uno non ha letto”.

The classics are those books about which you generally hear
saying: “I'm rereading...” and never “I'm reading...”. This is at
least to be observed among those persons supposed to be
“with a vast knowledge in terms of reading material”’; this
doesn’t hold true for the young, at whose age the encounter
with the world, and with the classics as part of this world, is
valid just as a first encounter. The iterative prefix before the
verb “to read” could be a little hypocrisy on the part of those
who are ashamed to admit they haven’t read a famous book.
To reassure them it will be enough to say that though an
individual’s educational readings could be extensive, there’s
always a high number of fundamental works that one never
readss.

The classic thus results to be, for its own nature, what is reread. What is
rewritten according to the reader’s experience a second, third, fourth time. And it
is in that rereading that the revelation of what the first (and inexistent) reading
did hide often comes forth. You understand something more or better. Such
quality of the classic therefore represents a sort of “worm”, exposing it to its
future adaptive life as it is naturally destined to revival, reuse, recycling. A classic
possesses an iterative tendency. And this guarantees its permanence. But it is at
the same time true that such effect of connatural iteration makes an impact on
the new media scenario producing a sort of textual euphoria that doesn’t promote
a tempore perpetuo reproduction but rather encourages endless and coexistent ad

31. Calvino, Perché leggere i classici
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interim reuses. Longevity is thus relevant to the system, strictly connected to the
proliferation of media niches, of usage practices, of many possible fruition
experiences. The classic survives time has it has many possible forms of life, and
all of them to be spent together: and this is not because the classic is taken up
again, revived and brought back afloat, but rather because it always finds, in the
instant’s horizontal temporality, more coexistent forms of recycling.

II. The diaristic device.

1. The second important issue to be raised, before analyzing the case-study, is
that of the diaristic device. Pride and Prejudice, as we all know, isn’t a diaristic
narration, as can be seen from the incipit:

I una verita universalmente riconosciuta, che uno scapolo in
possesso di un'ampia fortuna debba avere bisogno di una
moglie. Per quanto poco si possa sapere circa i sentimenti o i
punti di vista di un uomo del genere al suo primo apparire nel
vicinato, questa verita & cosi saldamente fissata nelle menti
delle famiglie del circondario, da considerarlo di legittima
proprieta di una o l'altra delle loro figlie. // It is a truth
universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a
good fortune, must be in want of a wife. However little known
the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering
a neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the
surrounding families, that he is considered the rightful property
of some one or other of their daughters?®.

The third-person narration is omniscient. None of the characters is chosen as the
privileged point of view on the story. On the other hand, The Lizzie Bennet
Diaries, considered within its complex network of recycling methods, chooses
other types of narration, playing on that peculiar form of Self-writing that is the
diary, or rather, the video diary.
It is therefore necessary to open a little parenthesis on the huge field of self-
reflecting phenomena typical of the web. In the past here at Media Mutations, I
presented the research on the forms and ways of self-inscription in the
technologically advanced scenario. I don’t want to repeat myself. But I just want
to point out that since 1995, the number of online diaries has widely increased:
as the number of households connected to the network increased throughout the
United States, diaries were posted on individual homepages mostly by either
programmers or computer scientists. These early diaries, many of which still
exist, reproduced the stark simplicity of a notebook’s layout, with black print on a
white background. Gradually, however, plain HTML coding was supplemented by
the use of all the tools afforded by the Internet, be they graphics, pictures, video
or audio files. Still, online diaries could be posted only by those who had at least
minimal skills in web design. This situation changed thanks to four further
developments:
1. Around the year 1997 Internet providers started offering free space for
homepages. They gave the public several pre-set models making it
possible to upload texts and pictures. The personal web page was thus

*J. Austen, Pride and Prejudice
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made accessible to the non-technologically minded and became a space for
one’s daily musings.

2. The second development was that of weblogs. Weblogs started out as lists
of annotated links to other sites, progressively expanding to include the
author’s thoughts on a variety of topics as well as rants about current
events. '

3. Several companies offered a ready-made blank frame on which one could
type whatever one wanted. The genre evolved into fully fledged omline
diaries, updated at least daily, and often two or three times a day.

4. The practice of keeping an online diary is now so widespread that many
diarists belong to nets or webrings or weblog rings such as
http:/ /diarist.net/

2. Viviane Serfaty proposed to identify four structural characteristics of online
diariesS. The first one is accumulation. Accumulation strategies seem to be
typical of Internet sites: they fulfil the need for exhaustiveness, aware, at the
same time, of the Sisyphean impossibility of the task; they multiply the angles of
approach; they attempt all-inclusiveness. Accumulation in online diaries is an
attempt at creating a rounded character as opposed to the flat bi-dimensionality
and rigid order imposed by print on a blank page. Online diaries produce a
complex, multi-faceted fictional self or persona, a point I shall return to in more
detail in the following section. An absolute freedom of representation leading to
the destabilization of a unified vision of personality. Online diaries provide a
space in which to accumulate signs so that daily life and states of mind can
unfold in all their chaotic complexity. Accumulation thus creates density and
texture. The viewer/reader tests a bid for total participation, in which reading is
asking for the active appropriation of the other.

3. The second characteristic is the relation between closure vs open-endedness.
Autobiographical self-representations are normally characterized by circularity
and closure and they are basically public documents. Diaries, on the other hand,
are basically open-ended; they are usually started with no clear idea of when they
are going to end. Linearity is the distinguishing feature of their enunciative
pattern, thanks to the inclusion of a date and of rigorously chronological entries.
Also self-representation in diaries differ markedly, tending more towards seli-
expression than to the production of a consistent, unified version of oneself.

But this distinction becomes more blurred for online diaries as the continuous
online presence of these texts gives rise to phenomena such as discussion lists
or messages in a guest book or plain e-mail messages, all of which assign
finite texts a degree of open-endedness. The autobiographical genre fades into the
diaristic genre, in a process of hybridization often to be observed omline. The
use of the pronoun “I”, first-person singular, is the very first step towards an
open-ended potentially infinite self-transformation. The writing process itself
creates such redefinition space, and this is compounded by a practice common
to all online diaries, and the fragmentation of life is transmuted into a narrative of
selfhood, an archeological reconstruction of the “I”.

4. The third characteristic is self-reflexivity. These aspects of meta-discourse

5 V. Sarfaty, Online Diaries: Towards a Structural Approach, in «Journal of American Studies», v. 38, n. 3, December
2004, pp. 457-471.
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correspond to the writers” awareness of the kinship between diary writing and
fiction, between raw rendering of day-to-day experience and diaristic narratives:
online self-texts are aware of the fictionalization process implicit in every kind
of personal writing and at the same time they represent an exploration of the
system of signs, codes and practices constituting media landscape.

5. The last characteristic is co-production, to demonstrate the difficulty of
constructing oneself as a unified person. The feedback of readers is therefore
required in order to reinforce the sense of the diarist’s own identity. Each
response to an entry gives online diarists confirmation of their own existence.
Identity construction is thus grounded in inter-subjectivity and is no longer
confined to interiority.

6. These four characteristics of online diaries are useful to pose two questions
that will allow us both to study the case of The Lizzie Bennet Diaries and to
propose the first interpretative hypotheses concerning the phenomenon. The two
issues at stake are the following ones:

a. The online diary dimension collapses into the format of the web series. The
case of the adaptation from Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen proposes such a
hybrid form of web series as the online diary, emphasizing the four
characteristics of accumulation, open-endedness, self-reflexivity and co-
production.

b. The web series thus becomes the litmus test to investigate the modes and
forms of address used as the main function of online Self-writings, in an
interlocutory regime influenced by multiple practices of interaction and public
joint management of the private dimension. '

The media platforms

The Lizzie Bennet Diaries is a web series of 100 episodes, each of which lasts 4
minutes. Beside videos, which are the series’ main content, we can find two other
types of materials: photos and short conversations organized within posts.
Videos, photos and posts spread on various digital platforms such as Youtube,
Facebook, Tumblr, Pinterest, Twitter and Google+.

Except for Youtube, which is a video sharing platform, all the others are free
social networks allowing a blogging / microblogging (140 types) activity and
putting a web space at the users’ disposal to upload and share such contents as
texts, photos and videos.

But it is necessary to point out due distinctions: Twitter, devised as a SMS
service in real time, is prevailingly used by means of a mobile device; Tumblr was
one of the first tumbleblog platforms, a blog variant related to a specific formula
shortening the written part and allowing a higher use of multimedia. Facebook
and Google+ devote special attention to the creation of personal profiles; it’s no
accident that Facebook guarantees a limitless space to photo albums (unlike
other services of photo sharing like Flickr) and that both have implemented the
users’ text messaging with the services Messenger (Facebook) and Huddle
(Google+, rebranded as Messenger in 2011), which also allow photo sharing and
mobile video chat. Pinterest is devoted to image sharing, be the images either
moving or unmoving, and in the USA it is prevailingly used by women (80%,
whereas in Italy 22%).

The accurate selection of these social networks immediately highlights some
crucial aspects of the project:




- A strong tendency towards the use of multimedia [Tu, Pin, Fb, G+]

- The intention to restore the complex net of relations among the characters
(and the audience?) [Tw, Pin, Fb,. G+]

- A certain care in the “technological” translation of the different
psychological profiles as well as of the intimist dimension, in line with
Austen style [FB, G+]

- A special attention to the female audience [Pin].

The production

The Lizzie Bennet Diaries was born as a web series thanks to the idea developed
by Bernie Su and Hank Green as well as to the work of a small team. Though the
costs of the series were rather low, the length of the “on line transmission” (1
year), the hours of shooting (7 hours of footage; 9,30 with the spin off) and the
number of the social media accounts to be managed (over 35, created by Jay
Bushman and his team) risked to shelve the whole project. Only a very good flock
of fans grown over 4-6 months, attracted a new backer for the project, the Deca (a
digital entertainment studio specifically created for online audience®), which made
the narration’s conclusion possible. Part of the credit for such a close connection
with the fans is to be given to the characters of Lizzie (Ashley Clements) and Lydia
(Mary Kate Wiles), who started the tumblr “Lizzie’s Clothes”, in which the “sisters”
explained where they had bought the dresses they wore in the vlog, and “Look of
Jane”. Also in this case, the high numbers of viewers paid the production the
partnership with Modcloth (www.ModCloth.com) for the spin off of the series,
Welcome to Sanditon.

For the DVDs production, the authors involved the fandom, launching a
fundraising Kickstarte’ campaign whose aim was to raise 60.000 dollars. This
sum was reached over 4 hours and largely exceeded with a total donation of
470.000 dollars, used by the production for the DVDs, for the book The Secret
Lizzie Bennet Diaries and for quality improvement of the spin off Welcome to
Sandition, a web series that is freely available on line.

To conclude this picture of the aspects pertaining the production, some
specifications are needed:

1. The Secret Lizzie Bennet Diaries is a transmedia adaptation of the series
that is to be considered as a merchandising product though adding some
contents to the narration.

2. Welcome to Sandition relaunches the app Domino already to be found in
LBD, allowing the fans a greater interaction with the project’s creative
dimension. The adaptation of Jane Austen’s last and unfinished novel gave
a higher narrative freedom to the production that started a collaborative
storytelling with the fans, who could play the role of either official or
fictional characters. In Sandition, an imaginary town in California where
the character of Gigi Darcy arrives at the beginning of the story, 300
viewers / citizens were welcomed.

3. During the production of the series, the LBD work team founded Pemberley
Digital (PB), a web video production company that belongs to William Darcy
in the narrative fiction whereas, in real life, it consists of a large team

6 DECA was founded in 2007 in Santa Monica. DECA's production model combines premium video, social
networking, user-generated content and community features to deliver high-quality, interactive entertainment. On
December 2011, DECA launched the KinCommunity on Youtube, a women’s lifestyle channel featuring programmes on
food, fashion, parenting and personal stories.
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which specializes in web series adapted from great classics. Trying to
strengthen and increase its own target, the PB, reling on their Creative Arts
Emmy in Interactive Media, decided to merchandise their third series,
Emma Approved (from July 9, 2013), available on traditional channels such
as iTunes, stirring a certain bewilderment among the most faithful fans.
For the last project, Frankenstein MD, the multi channel reference network
for Youtube wasn’t the Deca but PBS Digital Studios, which opened up in
2012. At the heart of such choices is the independent production’s need
both to enjoy a higher recognizability on the web and to consolidate its own
position not only within this unstable market but also within the more
traditional TV market, thanks to the collaboration with the PBS that
reaches 109 million people through more than 350 television stations.

The narrative structure

The story, reconstructed in chronological order, provides for a continuous mixing
up of different materials and a never-ending handing on of the baton between
different characters.

The greatest and most crucial contribution is Lizzie/Elizabeth Bennet’s video
diary, presenting the character’s personal impressions in a rather canonical form
(intimate and private setting, fixed movie camera, gaze into the camera, no
unique continuous shot but a rhythm that is speed up through repeated clear
cuts). The vlog consists of 100 episodes posted from the 9th April 2012 to 28th
March 2013. Within the narrative fiction, it is often the character of Charlotte Lu
/Charlotte Lucas that hides behind the movie camera acting as the cameraman
(at least until E41, before accepting the work proposed by Mr Collins), easily
intervening in the speech thus reinforcing the viewer’s impression of the
disclosure of a secret between friends. The presence of this second character is
also instrumental to the “costume theatre”, ironic en travesti imitations regarding
some characters like Darcy, or Mr and Mrs Bennet, never to be seen in the story.
The vlog device assigns the narration the specific point of view of the protagonist
Lizzie Bennet, who sometimes shares her own presence on the screen with other
characters. Only under some circumstances the narration is usurped by other
characters like Lydia/Lydia Bennet, Jane/Jane Bennet, Charlotte Lu/Charlotte
Lucas, Bing Lee/Charles Bingley, etc.: in this way, it is possible to highlight some
disconnections from Lizzie’s point of view, as in E15 where Charlotte and Jane
report their version of the compliment paid by William Darcy to Lizzie’s look (and
completely omitted in the protagonist’s narration); or as in E28 where we witness
the exchange of kindnesses between Bing and Jane without the narration’s filter
(other cases in E37 Lydia and MrCollins; E41 MrCollins and Charlotte; E69
Lydia).

After more than two months, on the 13t of July 2012, Lydia’s vlog starts; Lydia is
Lizzie’s younger sister and the vlog consists of 29 videos. The audiovisual quality
is basically different, Lydia’s shots result to be opaque, unsteady, with some
noises in the background, and the close-ups and the arm always outstretched to
hold the camera explicitly refer to the imperfect images of a camera phone.
Lydia’s inevitable mate is her cousin (in Pride and Prejudice the elder sister) Mary.
On 7t September Maria Lu’s vlog starts: she is Charlotte’s younger sister and the
vlog consists of 7 videos. Unlike Lizzie’s and Lydia’s projects, involving a more
personal communication, Maria’s vlog is a professional experience, a sort of “test
run” (as defined in E1) therefore requiring a clean and elegant layout. The setting
is located in the offices of Collins&Collins, the movie camera is steady, the
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shooting is continuous and without cuts, the protagonist’s gaze is always to the
camera.

In many cases Lydia’s and Maria Lu’s vlogs have the function of expanding and
strengthening the fictional world defined by the narration of Lizzie’s diaries. At
the beginning, these minor microstories appear to be autonomous and don’t seem
to be necessary to understand the development of the protagonist’s vliog. But they
progressively become essential to explore other characters’ points of view as well
as developing the viewer’s knowledge that is superior to that of the protagonist
Lizzie. In this way, the expected reconciliation between Charlotte and Lizzie,
taking place in E50 of the LBD (September 27t 2012) is anticipated and
investigated in Maria Lu’s vlog (Maria Lu E6 — September 25% 2012). At the same
time, the approach between Lydia and George is disclosed to the viewers since
January 15t 2013 (E21 of Lydia’s vlog) whereas it will be known by Lizzie only on
31st January 2013.

Chats, and in particular those among Bing, Charlotte, William, Gigi, Fitz, on the
one hand move within an autonomous narrative horizon, on the other hand they
are crucial to reconstruct the characters’ movements, relations and states of
mind, as in the case of the period of Bing’s separation from Jane, when the very
brief posts, unlike Austen’s novel, don’t leave the viewer completely unaware of
Bing’s sensations, but rather allow a privileged access to the character’s point of
view.

Another narrative device is represented by the Domino app, introduced by Gigi on
30t January 2013, by editing and automatically uploading videos on the mobile.
In The Lizzie Bennet Diaries the app’s potentials are only hinted at, indeed
Domino’s main contribution is that of localizing the perverse George Wickham
thus allowing the drama’s solution. In the spin off Welcome to Sanditon the app
will define the new visual style of Gigi’s vlog, allowing to see within the same
frame not only the sender but also the addressee of the telephone
conversation /videochat (within a little square) or the text of the ongoing chat.
Also in this case, the app anticipates George’s finding to the viewers and discloses
the role played by Darcy in the whole story, ahead of the narration’s evolution in
Lizzie’s vlog. An original but basically useless chat as far as the narrative
development is concerned is Kitty’s, who is transformed, in our version of Pride
and Prejudice, into Lydia’s beloved cat.

What does clearly emerge from this reconstruction is the idea of relating each
character to a specific narration mode: Lizzie, Lydia, Maria Lu and Gigi seem to
prefer the vlog; William, Bing, Caroline, Fitz and Charlotte prefer tweets; Jane
distinguishes herself from the other characters for her modesty and the almost
exclusive use of photographic posts, and self-timers minutely describing her
looks.

Fruition mode

The complex narrative structure of the story allows multiple, more or less careful
and conspirational fruition paths. Youtube and Lizzie’s personal profiles
guarantee access to her 100 videos, and facilitate the most curious viewer in the
exploration of the profiles of the characters who are closest to her, such as her
sisters Jane and Lydia and her friend Charlotte. Once “in touch” with the series’
main protagonists the viewer, as far as the narration is concerned, can either
choose the point of view of some specific characters (experience of
personalization) or chronologically follow the plot’s various events previewing the
contents posted by all the characters on the official website
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http:/ /www.lizziebennet.com/ (experience of depth). As far as the different media
platforms are concerned, as a character’s individual profiles are interconnected
on different social media, the viewer can easily either chose the preferred app
(experience of personalization) or flick through more social media at the same
time (experience of depth) to follow the adventures of the Bennet family.

A last and crucial element in the viewer’s involvement characterizing such
fruition experience is the users’ chance to get in touch with the characters of the
series. Indeed, there are “open” chats and ten episodes with questions and
answers (Question&Answer episodes) during which the characters, still enacting
the roles played within the narrative fiction, satisfy the fans’ curiosities.

The narrative structure of the series emphasizes that The Lizzie Bennet Diaries
builds a wide, coherent and extremely elaborate fictional world, and it refers to
the definition of hyper-diegesis developed by Matt Hill”.

Lizzie’s vlog gradually develops in two directions: as a diary, it has an intimate
and private disposition and it is characterized by self-reflexivity and personal
disclosure narratives. When the protagonist chooses to stay at Collins&Collins
instead of attending the last semester (E52), the diary turns into a thesis project.
As a school project, the story continues to be focused on Lizzie and her family,
but the location at Rick Collins’s fictitious company (from ES51) and then at
Pemberley Digital (William and Gigi Darcy’s company), proves to be inevitably
open to strangers’ intrusion and less private. By converting the diary into a
professional project, this allows Lizzie to distance herself from her self-portrait
and autobiographical narrative. Intimate self disclosure becomes an experience to
analyze, and so the protagonist develops a metalinguistic approach over her
performance.

Personal blogs, as a form of online diary, are characterised by high amounts of
self-disclosure and authenticity8 and, at the same time, by performance of self.
This precarious balance is also present in The Lizzie Bennet Diaries, for example
in the costume theatre idea, the performances that allow the characters on stage
to play other roles, also belonging to the fiction (for example Lizzie’s parents).
Moreover the effect of new media on identity performance emerges from the
comparison between the stage presence of Lizzie and that of Lydia, who poses
narcissistically in front of the camera®.

The video-diary filter diarys diegesis through Lizzie’s vantage point, and, as
source text, it is well integrated with the other narratives which implement the
events and offer points of view of other characters. All narrative strands are
aligned to ensure a systematic temporality across the various platforms involved.
The “secondary” narrative strands may seem fragmentary, dispersive and
incoherent, but, as profiles on social networks, these personal narratives are
suitable for accumulation strategy and open-endedness. The story-dispersion
strategy of these narrative strands reinforces “impression of reality” and allows
independence to these tales that interweave only occasionally with Lizzie’s story.
We highlight that certain content, posts or photos, like “Casual Blue” posted by
Jane on February 19th, 2013, are placed in the character’s personal web profile
but are not included in The Lizzie Bennet Diaries story (on the official web site

" M. Hill, Fan Cultures, Routledge, London 2002, p. 137.

¥ Viegas, F.B. (2005). Bloggers' expectations of privacy and accountability: an initial survey. In «Journal of Computer-
Mediated Communicationy, 10(3);, Qian, H. & Scott, CR. (2007). Anonimity and self-disclosure on Weblogs. In
«Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 12article 14. Retrieved 20 May, 2011

? 7. Papacharissi, 4 Networked Self Identity Performance and Sociability on Social Network Sites, in EL.F. Lee, L.
Leung, J.1. Qiu, D.S.C. Chu (eds), Frontiers in New Media Research, Routledge, New York 2013, pp. 207-221.
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www.lizziebennet.com); furthermore Gigi Darcy keeps in touch with Lizzie and
William beyond the end of the web series (for example the postcard). Therefore,
the series is not only a polyphonic story, the 35 web profiles, started on different
digital platforms for one entire year, build a fictional world to be explored and
experienced by viewers like a gamelo,

As suggested by Federica Villa, the last peculiarity of the vlog is the co-
production. Burgess e Green state that “vlog as a genre of communication invites
critique, debate, and discussion. Direct response, through comment and via
video, is central to this mode of engagement”1l, The web series cleverly capitalises
on co-production through some posts (for example post The New Club - June 10,
2012; Sister Left Behind - June 24, 2012; Darcy follows Lizzie- November 2,
2012), video (E75 Merry Christmas) and above all through Question&Answer
Videos. In these Q&A videos the characters respond directly to questions from
viewers/followers of their web profiles, while keeping the identity of the
characters they play. Although the viewers can’t change the dynamic of the story
of Pride and Prejudice, they can communicate with the characters and be involved
in the diegesisi2. ‘

An interesting secondary consequence, is that the characters can also access the
other character’s personal web profiles, take up the same position of the fans and
become spectators of their own story! This narrative device, pertinent to the
strategy of the online diary, reinforces the viewers’ engagement through
“impression of reality” and also through interactivity!3. Fans seem to have
privileged access to events, and a "concrete" relationship with the fictional
characters.

By converting Pride and Prejudice as a vlog, the narrative temporality overwrites
the real chronology shared by the spectators; so Austen’s classic is shaped on
American ritual festivity like Halloween, Thanksgiving, Valentine’s Day and on
scholastic semester (for example E21 The Semester Is Over). Even the rigid “on
air” appointments (two episodes a week) is skillfully brought back to fiction by
Lizzie. All these elements make the distinction between fiction and reality
extremely ephemeral. The contemporary setting, the collapse of online diary
dimension into a web series format and the stockpile of personal profiles, or in
other words multiple narrative strands, build a transmedia fictional world that
dangerously resembles the everyday web experience of the spectators. So the
viewers imagine themselves inside and lost in this fictional world.

The forms of engagement offered to the audience are established on the

immersion in the transmedia fictional world of the web series. However, the
immersion is not evoked through the identification with the characters, but

1% About the strategy of complex storytelling see T. Elsaesser, The Mind-Game Film, in W, Buckland (ed), Puzzle Films.
Complex Storytelling in Contemporary Cinema, Blackwell, 2009, pp. 13-41; about the engagement of forensic fandom
see J. Mittell, Forensic Fandom and the Drillable Text, in H. Jenkins, S. Ford, J. Green (eds), Spreadable Media.
Creating Value and Meaning in a Networked Culture, New York University Press, New York 2009, , also available on
line (http://spreadablemedia.org/essays/mittell/#.U30f VPl vhA )

' 5. Burgess, J, Green, YouTube: Online Video and Partecipatory Culture, Polity Press, Cambridge 2009, p. 54.

12 For example. the characters of Maria Lu and Ricky Collins post some video shooted by fans (Kelsey Geller,
Troubleshooting your Personal Wind Machine - Better Living with Collins and Collins, PetScarecrow,
Troubleshooting your Randomization Sheets- Better Living with Collins and Collins; LucyLivesHerLife,
Troubleshooting your Infirared Televisual Instrument - Better Living with Collins and Collins) in their tumblr chat
Collins and Collins seeks on —camera talent, November 12, 2012.

'3 A. Darley, Visual Digital Culture. Surface Play and Spectacle in New Media Genres, Routledge, London 2000, p. 77?
“semantic engagement”
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through a misunderstanding of the status of the characters!4, thanks also to their
direct address to the camera. For viewers who don’t have literary references,
engagement is played on the pleasure of the discovery of the story and on a deep
immersion, due to the impression of watching a real story that actually
happening before their eyes. For spectators who have read Pride and Prejudice,
the engagement is based mainly on the effect of estrangement produced by
transdiegesis!®, on exploration of the trasmedia fictional world and on the
interactivity with characters. The web series doesn’t stop to ask an immersive
engagement also to the audience familiar with Austen’s works. In an explicitly
metalinguistic episode, unsurprisingly titled Hyper-Mediation in New Media
(E80), Lizzie, talking about costume theatre, refers to a theory about levels of
mediation in media. “It’s possible for artificiality to both remind the audience that
what they are seeing is a construction, while at the same time, adding to their
level of immersion” and William Darcy replies “Costume theatre as ourselves
would remind the audience that this isn’t a conversation we would naturally
have. But because of that, the obviously constructed nature of the scene would
by its very artificiality create its own sense of ... verisimilitude”. This reflection
operates as a “gloss” to the web series, so The Lizzie Bennet Diaries asks the
spectator to be delighted by recognizing the story of Pride and Prejudice and, at
the same time, to keep a form of immersive engagement into the fictional world.

In conclusion, the last aspect that pertains to how the format of the vlog shapes
Austen’s classic in an original way, is the public and private dichotomy. The vlogs
have some elements of intimate writing and private diaries, but they are
addressed to a wide and unknown audience. In a kind of metalinguistic
reflection, Lizzie’s character herself investigates the public/private nature of the
vlog and wonders about the ethics to involve other parties in her videos (E29
Ethics of seeing Bing), about what should be shown or not shown (E42 Friends
Forever; E82 Checks and Balances), and so on. Also Lydia’s scandal, a sexy tape
that George Wickham published online for a fee, regards the violation of her
private sphere and the risks of self-representation online. If in Austen's novel
Lizzie’s misunderstanding concerns the judgement of Darcy, in the web series
Lizzie’s misunderstanding also concerns the practice of the vlog format by the
protagonist to stage its own history. The educational path of the leading lady
then, becomes a metalinguistic reflection on the appropriate use of technology in
self representation and .

" M. Smith, Engaging Characters. Fiction, Emotion and the Cinema, Clarendon Press, Oxford 1995, p.78.

Y G. Genette, Palinsesti: la letteratura al secondo grado, Einaudi, Torino 1997, p. 373. The transposition of Pride and
Prejudice in the contemporary diegesis of The Lizzie Bennet Diaries allows to insert creative variations. Thus, for
example, MrCollins’s proposal to Lizzie becomes a job offer instead of a marriage proposal, and Lydia’s escape a
media scandal.



Fandom & Heritage

Intertestualita

(KRISTEVA su Bachtin) Intertestualita— l'interazione testuale che ha luogo
all’interno di un solo testo

(ARRIVE’} Intertesto— l'insieme dei testi che entranoin relazione in un dato
testo.

GENETTE Seuils/Soglie. | dintorni del testo :

intertesto— citazioniimplicite o esplicite, allusioni, imitazioni

paratesto — intreccia sapere intertestuale con altri saperi

a)peritesto: titolo sottotitolo, prefazioni, avvertenze, note, illustrazionie
richiami ad altri testi

b} a debita distanza epitesto : comunicazioni pubbliche o provate dell’autore
sul testo (diari, lettere, inteviste, conversazioni...)

metatesto— un testo che ha per argomento un altro testo

ipertesto— un testo derivato per trasformazione diretta (parodia) o
trasformazione indiretta/imitazione (cover) da un testoranteriore (ipotesto)
architesto— relazioni che il testo in maniera implicita o esplicitaintrattiene
con le diverse tipologie di generi discorsivi, allo statuto del genere letterario
cui pertiene
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Intertestualita

FISKE 1987
ointertestualita orizzontale:

La relazione che il testo intrattiene con altri testi in relazione al
genere, ai personaggi, all'ambientazione

sintertestualita verticale:

La relazione che il testo intrattiene con un testo primario. In
questa categoria rientrano come testi secondari i testi prodotti
dall'industria culturale come la pubblicita e la promozione del
film e come terziari quelli prodotti dal pubblico come i dibattiti e
la critica

Sherlock Holmes

° ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE - Uno studio in rosso 1987

(4 romanzi e 56 racconti— p.d.v. John Watson)

Lultima avventura 1893

“You won’t, you can’t, you mustn’t!”

/I mastino dei Baskerville — ambientato prima della morte di Holmes

Lavventura della casa vuota — sequel e spiegazione (aiuto al governo
britannico)

Caratteristiche:

Il metodo scientifico

La coppia investigativa - “Elementare Watson”
Oppiacei

Moriarty e lrene Adler

{deerstalker e calabash)
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(P.G. Wodehouse
Jeeves & Wooster
1922-1974

serie tv ITV 1990-1993

teatro
http://www.jeevesand

woosterplay.com/

Jane Austen

1775-1817

Romanzi

°Ragione e sentimento (Sense and Sensibility, 1811)

*Orgaglio e pregiudizio (Pride and Prejudice, 1813)

*Mansfield Park (Mansfield Park, 1814)

sEmma (Emma, 1815)

o 'abbazia di Northanger(Northanger Abbey, 1818 - postumo)
*Persuasione {Persuasion, 1818 - postumo)

Racconti

sLady Susan (1794, 1805)
*Sanditon (incompiuto)
o/ Watsons (incompiuto)

e S LA o Sk g LSS o 5 a2 s A i A AN A AL

14/05/2014



J. Fforde, Il caso Jane Eyre, 2001

)

La storia & ambientata in un anno 1985 nel quale le regole che definiscono il
confine fra realta e fantasia sono estremamente labili. Nell'Inghilterra di questa
dimensione parallela la guerra di Crimea contro I‘impero russo non & ancora
terminata dopo pilt di un secolo, e il Galles & una repubblica indipendente,

La protagonista & Thursday Next, di professione detective letteraria. Thursday ha
perso il fratello Anton in Crimea, possiede un dodo di nome Pickwick, ed & una
pacifista convinta. La sua mansione & la sorveglianza delle opere letterarie, che
nella societa descritta hanno un'importanza sociale smisurata, La storia inizia con
il furto del romanzo Vita e avventure di Martin Chuzzlewit di Charles Dickens, e la
comparsa di un diabolico criminale, Acheron Hades, che sequesta l'inventore
Mycroft insieme alla moglie Polly, che viene trattenuta prigioniera in una da lei
adorata poesia di Wordsworth, dal titolo Vagabondavo solo come una nuvola. Lo
scopo del sequestro di Mycroft & l'utilizzo del Portale della letteratura,
un'invenzione attraverso cui & possibile entrare ed uscire dalle opere letterarie,
con il contributo dei Tarli Bibliofili, animaletti in grado di trasformare qualunque
oggetto in parole e poi in letteratura.

Con l'aiuto del protagonista maschile di Jane Eyre, Mr. Rochester, Thursday
penetra anch'ella nell'opera e riesce a sconfiggere Acheron. Cosi facendo produce
un cambiamento irreversibile della trama del romanzo, in maniera tale da
generare il finale che oggi tutti conoscono come ['unico

Adattamenti

+ Amanda GRANGE - “diari” dei personaggi austeniani: I/ diario di Mr. Darcy, Dear Mr.
Darcy, A Darcy Christmas, Captain Wentworth’s Diary, Mr Darcy, Vampyre, Mr

Knightley’s Diary ... ecc

* Pamela AIDAN -> trilogia tratta da “Orgoglio e pregiudizio” che recupera il punto di
vista di Darcy "Per orgoglio o per amore. Un romanzo di Fitzwilliam Darcy,

u o

gentiluomo", "Tra dovere e desidderio. Un romanzo di Fitzwilliam Darcy, gentiluomo"

e "Quello che resta. Un romanzo di Fitzwilliam Darcy, gentiluomo™.

« Carrie BEBRIS = sequel crime con protagonisti Darcy ed Elizabeth: “Orgoglio e
preveggenza”, “Sospetto e sentimento”, “Le ombre di Pemberley”, “L’enigma di

Mansfield Park”
 R. leffers > Christmas at Pemberley 2011 (sequel)
* P.D. James > Morte a Pemberley, 2011 (sequel crime)
* P Shulman, La ragazza che vole\{u essere Jane Austen, 2007
» L Berdoll, Darcy and Elizabeth: Night and days at Pemberley, 2006

 Catherine Anne Hubback — The Young Sister per completare The Watsons

= 1913 Sybil Brinton — Old friends and new fancies (incontro di diversi personaggi
austeniani
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Adattamenti televisivi e cinematografici

° Emma, 2009 (serie tv)

* Lostin Austen/if romanzo di Amanda, (ITV, Gran Bretagna, 2008 miniserie in
4 episodi)

> Miss Austen Regrets/lo, Jane Austen, 2008 (BBC One, film per la tv)

* Mansfield Park, 2008 (serie tv)

> Sense and sensibility, 2008 (serie tv)

). McAvoy, Becoming Jane 2007

° Persiasion 2007 (serie tv)

* NothangerAbbey, 2007 (serie tv)

° M. MacFayden, Orgoglio e pregiudizio, 2005

* P, Rozema, Mansfield Park 2000

° D. McGrath, Emma, 1996

* A. Lee, Ragione e sentimento, 1995

° Orgoglio e pregiudizio, 1995 (serie britannica con Colin Firth)

Lostin Austen

Pride and Prejudice
Miniserie 1995

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hasKmDrlyrA

Hfromanzo di Amanda

° [TV 2008

o Miniserie in 4 episodi
o (chiavetta)
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The Lizzie Bennet Diaries

ARCHITETTURA della serie:

Diario di Lizzie (videodiario)

Diario di Lydia (video blog di Lydia
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL 256 D5ED376BDD5CY)
Video di Gigi (Georgiana) Darcy — 6 episodi

Video di Maria (sorella di Charlotte) - 7 video

10 Domande e risposte {10 video in cui Lizzie risponde alle domande
inoltrate dagli spettatori
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL BFCC72E93F848159)

Twitter (mima il “dialogo diretto” tra i personaggi)
Tumbilr (tipo album fotografico condiviso on line)

Due episodi a settimana: lunedi e giovedi (on line) dal 9 aprile 2012 al 28
marzo 2013 su you tube

100 episodibrevi(trai4 e i 7 minuti)
26 milioni di visualizzazioni

Fandom

FANDOM PREGRESSO
Un té con Jane Austen
http://www.unteconjaneausten.com/2011/11/come-nasce-la-parola-janeites-

2.htmi
Jane Austen Society of Italy http://iasit.altervista.org/blog/tag/janeites/

FANDOM Wehseries The Lizzie Bennet Diaries

* tagai post http://www.tumblr.com/tagged/lizzie-bennet-diaries

= commenti su Anobii “The Jane Austen Bookwaorm Club”

* fan page si Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Lizzie-Bennet-

Diaries-Italia/568212116533717
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Fandom

o

°

o

La diegesi tra rinnovamento canone
Laffezione dell’heritage

Competenza pregressa di culto = accesso ad un secondo
livello di interpretazione e lettura dell'opera

Intertestualita verticale e orizzontale e estensioni
transmediali che definiscono una galassia di rimandi

Disseminazione di indizi testuali ed extratestuali che riattiva il
game mind movie

Piacere rassicurante del classico

Coinvolgimento — padronanza testuale




